Christ Lutheran Church
23425 Davis Mill Road
Germantown, Maryland 20876

A Congregation of the American Association of Lutheran Churches

Our Mission Statement
We strive to be worthy witnesses to the world.

At Christ Lutheran, we strive to lead lives worthy of our calling as witnesses to the
Good News of Jesus Christ in God’s world.
(Ephesians 4:1)

Web Site: clcmd.org or christlutheranofgermantown.org
Facebook: Christ Lutheran Church AALC
Email: clcedargrove@outlook.com
Church Phone: 301 972-5529

Church Secretary: Carrie Shriver Perini
Mobile phone: 240 397-3498
Email: perinicarrie@gmail.com

Pastor Emeritus:  Irvin Stapf ;;'VEENTIETH
Pastor: Vacant SUNDAY
Vicar: Chris Clarke AFTER

PENTECOST

Liturgist:

MATTHEW 22:1-14
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Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
October 11, 2026

During the music before the service let us join in a time of prayer and meditation as we prepare our hearts for
worship.

Please stand as you are able where marked***
Greetings and Announcements
Prelude

***The Confession and Absolution

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

Pastor: If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins God who is
faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(A time of silent reflection and self-examination.)

Pastor: Most merciful God.

People: We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Pastor: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare unto you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen. Thanks be to God.

***Opening Hymn: A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!

A hymn of glory let us sing! New hymns through-out the world shall ring: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Christ, by a road before untrod, Ascends unto the throne of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

The holy apostolic band Upon the Mount of Olives stand. Alleluia! Alleluia!
And with his faithful foll 'wers see Their Lord ascend in majesty.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

To whom shining angels cry, “Why stand and gaze upon the sky?” Alleluia! Alleluia!
“This is the Savior!” Thus they say, “This is his glorious triumph day!”
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

“You see him now, ascending high Up to the portals of the sky.” Alleluia! Alleluia!
“Hereafter Jesus you shall see Returning in great majesty.”

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

O Lord, our homeward pathway bend, That our unwearied hearts ascend. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Where, seated on your Father’s throne, You reign as King of kings alone.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Give us your joy on earth, O Lord, In heav’n to be our great reward. Alleluia! Alleluia!

When throned with you forever, we Shall praise your name eternally.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

O risen Christ, ascended Lord, All praise to you let earth accord: Alleluia! Alleluia!
You are, while endless ages run, With Father and with Spirit one.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
-



***Psalm: Psalm 23 (read responsively)

Liturgist: The Lord is my shepherd,

People: I shall not be in want.

Liturgist: He makes me lie down in green pastures,

People: he leads me beside quiet waters,

Liturgist: he restores my soul.

People: He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
Liturgist: Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
People: I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
Liturgist: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.
People: You anoint my head with oil, my cup overflows.

Liturgist: Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life,
People: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

***The Gloria Patri: (sung) Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

***The Kyrie: (responses are sung)
Liturgist: Lord, have mercy upon us.
People: Lord, have mercy upon us.
Liturgist: Christ, have mercy upon us.
People: Christ, have mercy upon us.
Liturgist: Lord, have mercy upon us.
People: Lord, have mercy upon us.
Liturgist: Glory be to God on high!

***Gloria in Excelsis: (sung) And on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise thee, we bless thee, we
worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the
Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our
prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy, thou
only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen

***Collect:

Liturgist: The Lord be with you.

People: And with thy spirit.

Liturgist: Let us pray.

People: O Almighty and most merciful God, of thy bountiful goodness keep us, we beseech thee, from all
things that may hurt us; that we, being ready, both in body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish those things
that thou wouldest have done; through thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with thee and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen



The Scripture Lessons:
First Reading: Isaiah 25:6-9
% On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of
well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 7 And he will swallow up on
this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations.  He
will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach
of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken.
?It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might
save us. This is the LORD; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”
Liturgist: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Epistle Lesson: Philippians 4:4-13

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. ° Let your reasonableness be known to
everyone. The Lord is at hand; ®do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy
of praise, think about these things. * What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—
practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

197 rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You
were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. " Not that I am speaking of being in need,
for I have learned, in whatever situation I am, to be content. >I know how to be brought low, and I
know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, | have learned the secret of facing plenty and
hunger, abundance and need. 31 can do all things through him who strengthens me.

Liturgist: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

The Alleluia: (sung) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

Liturgist: Lift up your hearts and hear the Holy Gospel as it is recorded in the twenty-second chapter of Saint
Matthew beginning with the first verse.
***People (sung) Glory be to thee, O Lord

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 22:1-14

! And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2“The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, *and sent his servants to call those who
were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. # Again he sent other servants, saying,
‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.””” 5 But they paid no attention and
went off, one to his farm, another to his business, ¢ while the rest seized his servants, treated them
shamefully, and killed them. 7 The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those
murderers and burned their city.  Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those
invited were not worthy. ® Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as
you find.” 1 And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad
and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests.



11“Byt when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding
garment. 2 And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?” And he
was speechless. 1? Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the
outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” ¥ For many are called, but
few are chosen.”
Liturgist: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
***People: (sung) Praise be to thee, O Christ

Children’s Sermon: Jeane Flesch

Your
Invitation

Pulpit Hymn: Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling Hymnal #578

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, Calling for you and for me;
Patiently Jesus is waiting and watching, Watching for you and for me.
Come home, come home, Ye who are weary, come home;
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, Calling, O sinner, come home!

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, Pleading for you and for me?
Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, Mercies for you and for me?
Come home, come home, Ye who are weary, come home;
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, Calling, O sinner, come home!

O, for the wonderful love he has promised, Promised for you and for me;
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, Pardon for you and for me;
Come home, come home, Ye who are weary, come home!

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, Calling, O sinner, come home!



Sermon: Vicar Chris Clarke

4

Many Are Invited,

but Few Are Chosen
Matthew 22:1-14

The Sermon Response: (sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right Spirit within me. Cast
me not away from thy presence; and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation
and uphold me with thy free spirit.

***Passing of the Peace

***The Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was
crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended
into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He shall come to judge
the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; The holy Christian Church; The Communion of Saints;
The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen.

***The General Prayer: (after each petition)

Liturgist: Lord in your mercy.
People: Hear our prayer.

***The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.

***The Prayer Response: (sung)
Hear our prayer, O Lord. Hear our prayer, O Lord. Incline thine ear to us and grant us thy peace. Amen.

***The Benediction:

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto
you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

People: (sung) A-men, A-men, A----men.
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***Closing Hymn: Jesus, I Come Hymn #195 (Power & Praise)

Out of my bondage, sorrow and night, Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come;
Into Thy freedom, gladness and light , Jesus, I come to Thee;
Out of my sickness into Thy health, Out of my want and into Thy wealth,
Out of my sin and into Thyself, Jesus, I come to Thee.

Out of my shameful failure and loss, Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come;
Into the glorious gain of Thy cross, Jesus, I come to Thee;
Out of the earth’s sorrows into Thy balm, Our of life’s storms and into Thy calm,
Out of distress to jubilant psalm, Jesus, I come to Thee.

Out of unrest and arrogant pride, Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come;
Into Thy blessed will to abide, Jesus I come to Thee;
Out of myself'to dwell in Thy love, Out of despair into raptures above,
Upward for aye on wings like a dove, Jesus I come to Thee.

Out of the fear and dread of the tomb, Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come;
Into the joy and light of Thy home, Jesus, I come to Thee,
Out of the depths of ruin untold, Into the peace of Thy sheltering fold,
Ever Thy glorious face to behold, Jesus, I come to Thee.

***The Postlude



Prayers and Praises:

For our church leaders:
Presiding Pastor: Rev. Dr. Carey G. Larson
Assistant Presiding Pastor: Rev. Roger Twito
AALC Administrator: Rev. Dean Stoner
Secretary Pastor: Rev. Joe Marsh
Home Mission Developer: Rev. Joe Christina
National Office Manager: Bonnie Ohlrich
Seminary President: Rev. Dr. Jordan Cooper
Seminary Administrator: Duane Kleven

Robin Nicholson Hope Johnston Dorothy Foster Rev. Joe Christina
Rebecca Robinson Bill Trall Harvey Jester Justin Serene

Fred Carlson Norita Shipley Jimmy Beall The Shriver family
Ben Flynn Carolyn Kelly The Gray family Paul Beall

Sharon Fraley The Stapf family The Fry family

For those that have suffered loss due to hurricanes, fires, and other natural disasters

For the President and the leaders of our nation

For those in the armed Services: Grace Gorevin, Zach Gorevin, Christopher Clarke,
Bethany Hueter, Ethan Stone, Wendy Ahern, Kris Johnson

For our Seminary Students: Chris Clarke, Kris Johnson

For a Region congregation: Reverend Dr. Jordan Cooper, Just & Sinner Publications

For our missionary work: CLC Blanket Ministry

For those being persecuted for their faith in Christ

For the congregations of our Germantown/Clarksburg/Damascus community: Upper Seneca Baptist Church

For the congregations of the American Association of Lutheran Churches

For our college students: Maddie Day, Jude Stapf, Paul Stapf, Jenna Perini, Gianna Clarke

ANNOUNCEMENTS

e Men’s Bible Study: Monday — No men’s Bible Study this week.

e Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday — 10 AM at Church in the Adult Sunday School room.

e Adult and Children’s Sunday School at 9:30AM

¢ You may continue to watch the Sunday services (10:30 AM) via Livestream on Facebook —
Christ Lutheran Church AALC. The Bulletins for the services are on our website: clemd.org or
christlutheranofgermantown.org. The video of every livestream is on our Facebook page. You
can access the livestream by clicking the link at the bottom of the first page of our website or by
visiting the Facebook page directly. Be sure to click on the ‘videos’ tab.

e We are collecting soups, canned or dried, for Damascus HELP during the month of October.
There is a collection bin in the Narthex.

e Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas. The Shoeboxes are in the Narthex. They are due back
for delivery on Sunday, November 15",

e Audrey Stapf’s Visitation tonight from S to 8 PM at Stouffer’s Funeral Home in Mount Airy.
The Funeral Service Monday, October 12" here at 11 AM. Internment in the Baptist Cemetery
next to church. Luncheon will be served in the Fellowship Hall immediately after the internment

service.
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